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Hometown Health  is under the Center for Local Public Health.  The Hometown Health Improvement Section 

Chief is Sherry Johnson and our Branch Chief is Andi Ridgway. 

Our mission is to “provide leadership, guidance, and technical assistance to the local HHI leader to develop 

Hometown Health Improvement Initiatives that are locally owned and controlled and are working to improve the 

health of the citizens.  We also provide Hometown Health Improvement leadership in the region.”   

 

Our vision is to see “empowered local communities taking ownership of health problems and working to identify 

and implement solutions that improve the health of the citizens.” 

For more information contact one of the Hometown Health Improvement staff or the Local Health Unit 

Administrator. 

 

Southeast Hometown Health Improvement Staff: 

Shealese Washington : Region Manager 

Kimber Knight : Grants Administrator 

Shannon Borchert : Certified Public Health Educator 

Kim Hooks : Community Health Nurse Supervisor 

Lisa England : Community Health Nurse Specialist 

Cassie Lewis :  Community Health Nurse Specialist 

Liz Mercer : Community Health Nurse Specialist 

Rosemary Withers : Community Health Program Specialist 

 
www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programsServices/hometownHealth/HHI/Pages/default.aspx 

Let us know if your health 

unit/HHI has a Facebook! 

Trinia Isaac, In-Person Assistor Regional Supervisor, was 

recognized at the April Hometown Health State meeting.  

Isaac was recognized for her hard work and diligence to 

ensure the residence of southeast Arkansas had their 

insurance needs met. 
 

Isaac supervised 24 In-Person Assistors in southeast Arkansas.  

Her team was charged with educating the regions 

residence on the rollout of the Affordable Care Act.   
 

Isaac and her crew coordinated with various other 

organizations and communities to educate and enroll 

community members in health insurance plans. 
 

Thank you, Trinia for your hard work and great leadership! 

HHI Support Staff 

http://healthycolleagues/Centers/Local%20Public%20Health/Hometown%20Health/Hometown%20Health.html
http://healthycolleagues/Centers/Local%20Public%20Health/Hometown%20Health/Hometown%20Health.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s summer time!  That means it’s time for sun, 

water, boats, vacations, and scheduling mass 

& school flu clinics?  That is right, schedule 

now, while the scheduling is good. 

Lincoln County 

Debbie Riley, LHU Administrator in Lincoln 

County, serves on the Board of Directors for 

the Delta Area Community Foundation and 

was able to present $6,000 of scholarships to 

4 local students.  

Desha County HHI 

Carolyne Blissett and the Desha County HHI have 

been busy! 

 Eunice Shriver National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development Grant was 

able to provide multiple events in which 96 

participants learned about SIDS, Safe Sleep, 

and Safe Sitter tools.  Desha was able to 

partner with Delta Memorial and Chicot 

County to ensure teens, parents, foster 

grandparents, and school staff attended 

successful events.  Participants were given 

various educational items such as, “Pack & 

Plays” and safety bags full of home safety 

items.  This event made sure everyone had 

fun by providing food and door prizes! 

 4th Annual Women’s Health Conference at 

Dumas Community Center had 45 

participants that were able to gain 

knowledge on Tobacco Trends and various 

women’s health topics.   

 Desha County also made the June/July 

Arkansas Department of Health Newsletter for 

their participation in Public Health Week 

events. 

Ashley County 

Tammy Cook, Ashley County LHU Administrator 

has been working with Wilmot resident Ms. Rosie 

and her family to improve access to food and 

other basic needs at the local level.  Ms. Rosie 

agreed to promote the Health Department’s need 

services, such as baby showers, shots, and blood 

pressure machine at City Hall, if Tammy would 

help her make contacts and promote Wilmont 

Concerned Citizens, Inc. local store.  Tammy has 

been able to foster a relationship with Ms. Rosie as 

an HHI participant and help Ms. Rosie bring a 

valuable asset to the community. 

The Grand Opening will be: July 1, 2014 at 10:00 

am.  Please contact Tammy for additional 

information: 

Hamburg: (870) 853-5525 / Crossett: (870) 3642115 



Prairie County HHI 

Prairie County HHI was able to provide a Safety Baby Shower to 8 expecting mothers and 1 

expecting father in May.  The event provided information about infant safety, shaken 

baby syndrome, safe sleep for infants, crying infants, and the Purple Cry DVD was viewed.  

A car-seat tech from Arkansas County was able to provide information on car-seat safety, 

the three collisions in crashes, multi-use care seats, proper use of rear facing seats, and the 

importance of following the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Those in attendance received refreshments from a local vendor and received educational 

tools to help improve the safety of their home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Injury Prevention 

With new clarity, Hometown Health 

Improvement Support Staff will now 

be engaging more with regional 

TRAC’s for the Fiscal Year 2014-2015.  

The Southeast Region’s focus will be 

on Injury Prevention education and 

training that has the potential to 

prevent the most deaths.   

 

If you have an event idea or an 

event currently in the works, contact 

your local health unit administrator 

and HHI Staff.   We’re here to help!  

Andrea Cheramie got Public 

health Nurse Association’s Public 

Health Nurse of the Year!  Andrea 

works at Bradley County Local 

Health Unit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arkansas County 

Arkansas County Partners in Health (ACPIH/HHI) won the bid to host the Arkansas Coalition for 

Obesity Prevention (ArCOP) Regional Training and Summit.   

The event was held at the Grand Prairie Center located on the campus of PCCUA.  By attending 

the conference, communities became eligible to apply for grand funding to work on projects 

that increased access to affordable, healthy food and opportunities for safe physical activity.  

ArCOP recently announced additional funding if anyone missed the first grant application cycle.  

Please visit: http://www.arkansasobesity.org/news-events/ for more information. 

Also… 

The Arkansas County Local Health Units’s will be summer feeding sites in partnership with 

Economic & Nonprofit Solutions, Inc. 

ADH Accreditation Challenge 

ADH has announced the “Journey to 

Jeans” from June 16th to August 1st.  ADH 

is challenging the various Centers to get 

the highest percentage of employees to 

complete the A-Train course #1051565.  

By taking the course, employees will learn 

about the accreditation process.  The 

winning Center will get to wear jeans for 

a day. 

ADH has also asked to include the ADH 

Accreditation Logo to email signatures to 

help spread the word the efforts being 

taken in the process.  

For more information on this, please 

contact Meg Arey. 

http://www.arkansasobesity.org/news-events/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cleveland County 

Cleveland County HHI recently met to discuss the direction of the coalition.   After reviewing data 

from the County Health Rankings and having a frank conversation with community members, the 

coalition has decided to focus efforts on working with churches within the county and the school 

districts.  The goal is to find a “champion” to lead the way and encourage the various small but 

competitive communities to follow suit.  The concerns discussed were youth access to the county 

health unit services, physical activity, healthy relationships, access to food, and motor vehicle safety.   

Planning is currently underway for contacting various churches and school officials.  Mostly recently, 

Ms. Gwen Paul, Local Health Unit Administrator, was happy to report that there will be a summer 

feeding site in Cleveland County in Partnership with Economic & Nonprofit Solutions, Inc. 

HHI Support Staff & Their Counties 

Over the last year not much is different; yet everything has changed.  

This may have left you wondering who your support staffer is.  Now, we all 

work together to provide services to our region, but the Hometown 

Health Improvement Staff do have primary counties. 

 Shealese Washington: Lee, Monroe, Phillips, & St. Francis Counties 

(and supervises SER HHISS) 

 Kimber Knight: Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Drew, & Lincoln Counties 

 Shannon Borchert: Arkansas, Cleveland, Desha, Jefferson, & Prairie 

Counties 

 

What about your CHPS or CHNS? 

 Kim Hooks: Supervises SE, SW, and Pulaski County CHPS & CHNS  

 Lisa England: Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Cleveland, Desha, Drew, & 

Lincoln Counties 

 Cassie Lewis: Lee, Monroe, Phillips, & St. Francis (& West Memphis 

School District) 

 Liz Mercer: Arkansas & Jefferson Counties (& Grant County) 

 Rosemary Withers: Arkansas & Jefferson Counties (& Grant County) 

and by request for other SER counties 

 

Who doesn’t need a vacation!?  Need a fun, affordable, and family friendly 

idea? Check out: http://www.arkansas.com/ for “Staycations” or check out 

their Free Vacation Kit.  Looking for a fun festival to attend this year? Check out: 

http://www.arfea.org/ 

 

http://www.arkansas.com/
http://www.arfea.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monroe & St. Francis Counties 

Local Fire & Rescue, hospitals, ambulance, emergency response, wrecker services, ministers, community 

members, Air Evac & Baptist Med-Flight, County Corner, ADH CHNS, HHI, School districts, and 

Emergency Operation Coordinators worked together to bring Prom Promise to over 450 Students.  The 

students and administration saw firsthand a “live crash scene” and the aftermath.  The event was held 

to educate about the dangers of speeding, drinking & driving, and texting or distracted driving.  

Based on social media response by students post-event, the crash scene impacted them.  The students 

signed the Prom Promise banner as their pledge to be safe on Prom night and in the future.  The banner 

was later hung in the hall for the students as a reminder on Prom night. 

Monroe County HHI 

Monroe County HHI, Northeast Trauma Regional 

Advisory Council (TRAC), Mid-Delta Health Systems, 

Injury Prevention, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 

UAMS, and Nurse Family Partnership partnered for a 

“Safety Baby Shower” in June.   

The event had 17 participants.  Presenters from 

Nurse Family Partnership, Children’s Hospital, and 

Mid-Delta providing information on home safety, 

safe sleep, child passenger safety, and proper 

installation of car seats.  

If your HHI group is interested in a similar event, 

contact any of the Hometown Health Improvement 

Staff, we can help you plan, find speakers, provide 

safety items, and possibly get your group some 

food! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa England, RN, BSN, CHNS 

Lisa England has been asked and has accepted an 

opportunity to attend the National Association for School 

Nurses 46th Annual Conference in San Antonio, TX.  The 

conference will be from June 27th- July 1st and will provide 

education on school & community nursing issues and 

strategies and specifically allow England to be trained as 

a School Nurse Childhood Obesity Tool (SCOT) Trainer.  

Upon completion of this training England will be able to 

train Arkansas school nurses the strategies and practices 

focused on addressing obesity among school aged 

children.   

‘Tis the season to review ADH dress code policies 

regarding summer foot-wear (especially if you have 

a questionable pair of sandals). 

St. Francis County 

During Spring Break, St. Francis County HHI Network assisted in sponsoring 

a week-long children’s event at the local community center.  Children 

played games, ate lunch, and enjoyed community speakers including 

the Police Chief and a local Detective.  The children were provided 

information on bullying and drugs in the school setting. 

Do you need FREE CE’s for your credentials?  

Don’t forget about ADH Grand Rounds every 

Thursday at 8:00 am. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End, thank you! 

 

 

Dwana Lee, Dumas 

Registered Nurse 

Holly Hearnsberger, Warren 

Health Service Specialist II 

Tracy Mathews, Forrest City RO 

Personnel & Budget Coordinator 

Tomisha Gant. West Helena 

Family & Consumer Science Specialist 

Angela Parker, Pine Bluff 

Administrator


